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1. AT HIS DINNER MARCH 6, FOR VISITING AUSTRALIAN GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, I HAD AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONVERSATION WITH 
PRESIDENT DAOUD. 

2. 1 WISHED HIM A SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO INDIA ON WHICH HE 
EMBARKS MARCH 10 AND TOLD HIM THAT WE ATTACH GREAT 
IMPORTANCE TO CONTINUING THE IMPROVEMENT OF OUR RELATIONS 
WITH INDIA. THIS GAVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY, WHICH HE USED, 

TO SAY THAT THE UNITED STATES DOES ON OCCASION DO THINGS 
WHICH GIVE RISE TO SUSPICIONS ABOUT OUR INTENTIONS. 

3. 1 TOLD DAOUD THAT I WOULD NOT OF COURSE ASK HIM TO 
APPROVE OF THE CHANGE IN OUR ARMS POLICY. THIS REMARK 
BROUGHT FORTH A PRESIDENTIAL CHUCKLE. I WENT ON TO SAY 
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THAT ONE OF OUR PRINCIPAL INTERESTS IS TO PRESERVE AND IMPROVE 
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THE GOOD RELATIONS WE HAVE WITH NOT ONLY INDIA BUT ALSO WITH 
AFGHANISTAN, AND ANOTHER IS TO PROMOTE PEACE AND STABILITY IN 
THIS REGION OF THE WORLD. I SAID THAT ANY OTHER ASPECT OF OUR 
POLICY IS SECONDARY TO THESE CONSIDERATIONS. I ADDED 
THAT THE TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CHANGE IN 
OUR ARMS POLICY AND OF RECENT EVENTS INSIDE PAKISTAN WERE 
ENTIRELY COINCIDENTIAL AND UNRELATED. 

4. DAOUD SAID THAT AFGHANISTAN TOO WANTS A CONTINUATION 
OF CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. HE ADDED THAT HE UNDER- 
STOOD THAT WE HAD BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THE MISUNDERSTANDING 
RESULTING FROM SENATOR PERCY'S CONVERSATION WITH MR. 

NAIM IN KATHMANDU. 

5. COMMENT: THIS WAS A CORDIAL CONVERSATION AND I THINK 
WE ARE OVER THE IMMEDIATE HUMP OF PROBLEMS CAUSED BY 
OUR CHANGE IN ARMS SALES POLICY. THAT IS NOT TO SAY 
THAT WE WILL NOT HAVE FURTHER DIFFICULTIES BOTH 

BECAUSE THE CHANGE IN POLICY IS FUNDAMENTALLY UNPALATABLE 
TO THE DAOUD REGIME AND ALSO BECAUSE AFGHAN UNHAPPINESS 
WILL BE REFRESHED EACH TIME WE MAKE AN ACTUAL SALE. AS 
FAR AS OUR EFFORTS TO STEMP THE FLOW PROPAGANDA ATTACKS 
BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN ARE CONCERNED, WE SHOULD 
BEAR IN MIND THAT PROPAGANDA IS THE PRINCIPAL WEAPON 
THE DAOUD REGIME FEELS IT CAN USE WITH RELATIVE IMPUNITY 
AGAINST PAKISTAN AND IS THEREFORE UNLIKELY TO STOP 
USING IT BARRING A SETTLEMENT OF THE MAIN ISSUES. 

THERE IS ALSO A CONTINUING FELT NEED ON DAOUD'S 
PART TO USE THE PROPAGANDA VEHICLE TO PLEASE HIS OWN 
DOMESTIC PUSHTUN EXTREMISTS. 

ELIOTUNQTE INGERSOLL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, CHIEF OF STATE VISITS, TOSEC 174 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE052732 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: NEA:ESWALKER 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750082-0433 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750368/aaaacjvg.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 JUL 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <21 NOV 2003 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONVERSATION WITH PRES DAOUD 
TAGS: PFOR, US, AF, IN, (DAOUD, MOHAMMAD) 

To: ASWAN 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




